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PART 4 
 

CALIFORNIA VICTIM COMPENSATION GOVERNMENT CLAIMS BOARD 
Chapters 1-3 

(Gov. Code §§ 13900-13944) 
 

 
Chapter 1:  General 
§ 13900.  Board 
(a) As used in this chapter, “board” means the  
California Victim Compensation and 
Government Claims Board. 
(b) Any reference in statute or regulation to the 
State Board of Control shall be construed to refer 
to the California Victim Compensation and 
Government Claims Board. 
 
§ 13901.  Existence of board; Members 
(a)There is within the State and Consumer 
Services Agency the California Victim 
Compensation and Government Claims Board. 
(b) The board consists of the Secretary of State 
and Consumer Services or his or her designee 
and  the Controller, both acting ex officio, and a 
third member who shall be appointed by and 
serve at the pleasure of the Governor.  The third 
member may be a state officer who shall act ex 
officio. 
(c) Any reference in statute or regulation to the 
State Board of Control shall be construed to refer 
to the California Victim Compensation and 
Government Claims Board. 
 
§ 13902.  Compensation of third member 
(a) If the third member is not a state officer 
acting ex officio, the member shall receive fifty 
dollars ($50) for every day of actual attendance 
at meetings of the board not in excess of eight 
meetings per month, together with necessary 
traveling expenses in attending these meetings. 
(b) This section shall become operative on 
January 1, 1990. 
 
§ 13903.  Chairman 
The Director of General Services is chairman of 
the board. 
 
§ 13904.  Record of proceedings 
The board shall keep a record of all its 
proceedings and any member may cause his 
dissent to the action of the majority upon any 
matter to be entered upon such record. 
 

§ 13905.  Seal 
The board shall have a seal, bearing the 
following inscription: “State Board of Control.”  
The seal shall be fixed to all writs and 
authentications of copies of records and to such 
other instruments as the board directs. 
 
§ 13906.  Quorum; Effect of vacancy 
A majority of the board constitutes a quorum for 
the transaction of any business, for the 
performance of any duty, or for the exercise of 
any power of the board.  A vacancy in the board 
does not impair the right of the remaining 
members to exercise all the powers of the board. 
 
§ 13907.  Majority rule; Investigation 
The act of a majority of the board when in 
session as a board is the act of the board; but any 
investigation, inquiry, or hearing which the 
board has power to undertake or to hold may be 
undertaken or held by or before any member 
designated for the purpose by the board. 
 
§ 13908.  Evidence; Findings 
The evidence in any investigation, inquiry, or 
hearing may be taken by the member to whom 
the investigation, inquiry, or hearing has been 
assigned or, in his or their behalf, by an examiner 
designated for that purpose.  Every finding, 
opinion, and order made by a member so 
designated, pursuant to investigation, inquiry, or 
hearing, when approved or confirmed by the 
board and ordered filed in its office at the State 
Capitol, Sacramento, is the finding, opinion, and 
order of the board. 
 
§ 13909.  Appointment of executive officer; 
Employment of other personnel 
(a) The board shall appoint an executive officer 
who shall hold office at its pleasure.  It may also 
employ those personnel, including examiners, as 
it deems necessary for the performance of its 
duties. 
(b) The executive officer shall execute those 
duties and responsibilities as may be delegated 
by the board.  The board may, except as 
otherwise provided in this section, delegate any 
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statutory power of the board to the executive 
officer, or any examiner, employee, or 
committee as the board may designate, by means 
of a board order that is adopted by a majority of 
all the board’s members and that prescribes the 
limits of the delegation. 
(c) This section shall not be construed to 
authorize the board to delegate the authority to 
allow a claim filed pursuant to subdivision (c) of 
Section 905.2 that exceeds fifty thousand dollars 
($50,000). 
 
§ 13910. Powers and duties of executive 
officer and deputies 
The executive officer, or his or her designee, 
shall keep a full and true record of all 
proceedings of the board, issue all necessary 
process, writs, warrants, and notices, and 
perform those other duties as the board 
prescribes.  The executive officer and the deputy 
executive officers, or their designees may 
administer oaths, certify to all official acts, and 
issue subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses 
and the production of papers, books, accounts, 
documents, and testimony in any inquiry, 
investigation, hearing, or proceeding in any part 
of the state. 
 
§ 13911.  Powers of examiners 
The examiners may administer oaths, examine 
witnesses, issue subpenas, and receive evidence, 
under such rules and regulations as the board 
may adopt. 
 
§ 13915.  Schedule of meetings 
The board shall hold regular meetings in 
Sacramento and may hold other meetings at the 
times and places within the state as a majority of 
the board directs.  At any meeting the board may 
transact any business and perform all duties 
imposed upon it. 
 
Chapter 2:  Powers and Duties 
§ 13920.  Adoption of rules and regulations 
The board may adopt regulations pursuant to 
Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 11340) 
of Part 1 of Division 3: 
(a) Limiting the amount, time and place of 
expenses and allowances to be paid to elected 
state officers, and officers and employees of the 
state provided for in Article VI of the California 
Constitution, while traveling on official state 
business. 
(b) Governing the presentation and audit of 
claims against the state for which an 

appropriation has been made or for which a state 
fund is available. 
(c) Governing any other matter over which it has 
jurisdiction. 
 
§ 13923. Payroll deductions for charitable 
contributions 
The board may approve plans for payroll 
deduction from the salaries or wages of state 
officers and employees under subdivision (f) of 
Section 1151 for charitable contributions to the 
agency handling the principal combined fund 
drive in any area.  The board shall establish 
necessary rules and regulations, including the 
following: 
(a) Standards for establishing what constitutes 
the principal combined fund drive in an area. 
(b) A requirement that the agency to receive 
these contributions shall pay, for deposit in the 
General Fund, the additional cost to the state of 
making these deductions and remitting the 
proceeds, as determined by the Controller. 
(c) Provisions for standard amounts of 
deductions from which each state officer or 
employee may select the contribution that he or 
she desires to make, if any. 
(d) A prohibition upon state officers or 
employees authorizing more than one payroll 
deduction for charitable purposes to be in effect 
at the same time. 
(e) A provision authorizing the Controller to 
combine in his or her records deductions for 
employee association dues, if authorized, and 
charitable deductions, if authorized. 
The State Board of Control, in addition, may 
approve requests of any charitable organization 
qualified as an exempt organization under 
Section 23701d of the Revenue and Taxation 
Code, and paragraph (3) of subsection (c) of 
Section 501 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1954, which is not an affiliated member 
beneficiary of the principal combined fund drive 
to receive designated deductions from the 
principal fund drive.  
The principal combined fund drive agency, any 
charitable organization which is an affiliated 
member beneficiary of the principal combined 
fund drive, and any charitable organization 
approved by the State Board of Control to 
receive designated deductions on the payroll 
authorization form of the principal fund drive, 
shall certify under penalty of perjury to the State 
Board of Control that it is in compliance with the 
Fair Employment and Housing Act, Part 2.8 
(commencing with Section 12900), as a 
condition of receiving these designated 
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deductions.  The principal combined fund drive 
shall obtain from the State Board of Control the 
list of approved nonaffiliated beneficiaries, 
eligible for designated deductions in its approved 
drive area, and shall provide this information to 
each employee at the time of the principal fund 
drive.  The principal combined drive agency 
shall provide a designation form for the 
employee to indicate those amounts to be 
contributed to affiliated and nonaffiliated 
beneficiaries.  The designation form shall consist 
of a copy for each of the following: (1) the 
employee, (2) the employee’s designated 
beneficiary agency, and (3) the principal 
combined fund drive agency.  The principal 
combined fund drive agency shall pay the 
amount collected for the employee designated 
beneficiary agency less the amount necessary to 
reimburse the principal combined fund drive 
agency for fundraising and administrative 
expenses.  The fee charged for fundraising and 
administrative cost reimbursement shall be 
determined by the State Board of Control, 
published in campaign literature and made 
available to the employee during the solicitation 
process.  Nothing contained in this section shall 
preclude a principal fund drive agency from 
giving a percentage of the undesignated funds to 
charities which are not members of the agency 
handling the principal drive, or honoring an 
employee’s designated deduction to any 
charitable organization. 
 
§ 13928.  Submission of claims for legislative 
approval 
The board shall take any and all necessary steps 
to ensure that all claims which have been 
approved by the board, and for which there exists 
no legally available appropriation, are submitted 
for legislative approval at least twice during each 
calendar year. 
 
Chapter 3:  Discharge from Accountability 
§ 13940. Grounds for discharge from 
accountability 
Any state agency or employee required to collect 
any state taxes, licenses, fees, or money owing to 
the state for any reason that is due and payable 
may be discharged by the board from 
accountability for the collection of the taxes, 
licenses, fees, or money if the debt is 
uncollectible or the amount of the debt does not 
justify the cost of its collection. 

 

§ 13941. Application; contents 
The application for a discharge under this 
chapter shall be filed with the Controller and 
include the following: 
(a) A statement of the nature and amount of the 
tax, license, fee, or other money due. 
(b) The names of the persons liable. 
(c) The estimated cost of collection. 
(d) All other facts warranting the discharge, 
unless the Controller determines that the 
circumstances do not warrant the furnishing of 
detailed information. 
 
§ 13942. Audit of applications; order of 
discharge; grounds 
The Controller shall audit the applications and 
recommend to the board an order discharging the 
applicant from further accountability for 
collection and authorizing the applicant to close 
its book on that item, if the Controller 
determines the following: 
(a) The matters contained in the application are 
correct. 
(b) No credit exists against which the debt can be 
offset. 
(c) Collection is improbable for any reason. 
(d) The cost of recovery does not justify the 
collection. 
(e) For items that exceed the monetary 
jurisdiction of the small claims court, the 
Attorney General has advised, in writing, that 
collection is not justified by the cost or is 
improbable for any reason. 
 
§ 13943. Delegation of authority to discharge 
from accountability 
The board may delegate to the Controller, under 
terms and conditions that are acceptable to the 
board, the authority to discharge from 
accountability a state agency for accounts that do 
not exceed the amount specified in subdivision 
(e) of Section 13942 and thereby authorize the 
closing of the agency's books in regard to that 
item. 
 
§ 13943.1. Effect of discharge 
A discharge granted pursuant to this chapter to a 
state agency or employee does not release any 
person from the payment of any tax, license, fee, 
or other money that is due and owing to the state. 
 
§ 13943.2. Authorization to refrain from 
collection of small amounts 
Upon authorization of the board, a state agency 
is not required to collect taxes, licenses, fees, or 
money owing to the state for any reason if the 
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amount to be collected is two hundred fifty 
dollars ($250) or less.  A state agency that seeks 
this authorization shall file an application with 
the board accompanied by a statement of 
circumstances.  Nothing contained in this section 
shall be construed as releasing any person from 
the payment of any money due the state. 
 
§ 13944.  Escheated property 
(a) The board may investigate, inquire, and, if 
necessary, conduct hearings concerning property 
in the possession of the Treasurer which has 
escheated to the state from the estates of 
deceased persons pursuant to a judgment of 
escheat or pursuant to a distribution to the state 
under Section 11900 of the Probate Code. 
(b) After investigation, inquiry, and hearing, the 
board may relieve the Treasurer from any 
liability arising from the possession of, and 
direct the Controller to sell, or authorize the 
Treasurer to destroy or otherwise dispose of, any 
such property as it deems proper. 


